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A Statement From Affinity Medical Center 
MASSILLON, OH (June 8, 2011) – Effective June 30, 2011, Affinity Medical Center will no longer offer inpatient obstetrics (OB) including labor and delivery, postpartum and nursery services. 
The decision to discontinue these services is based on low volume in the hospital’s OB unit and changes in the county’s demographics.  According to the 2010 Stark County Indicators Report, the area is experiencing a decreasing birth rate, a decline in women of childbearing ages, and an increase in the population ages 45 and older.  The hospital delivers less than one baby per day.  

“Despite our best efforts to attract expectant mothers and families, our OB volumes have steadily declined and we are on track to deliver fewer than 200 babies this year,” said Ron Bierman, Affinity Medical Center chief executive officer.  “At the same time, cardiology, orthopedics, therapy services and pain management are seeing increased demand.  The labor and delivery space is being considered for future healthcare services that will align the hospital’s operations with community need and the demands of the marketplace.”

The hospital is communicating with area physicians and their patients to assist expectant mothers with transitioning their delivery to other medical facilities.  Maternity services are offered at three other hospitals in Stark County.  “We remain committed to women’s health and will continue to provide services such as ultrasound and gynecological surgeries, said Bierman.”  

The hospital will work with the employees dedicated to the OB unit who will be impacted by the change.  Qualified individuals will have the opportunity to transfer to other open positions within the hospital or receive assistance in securing positions within the region.  

“Employees affected by today’s announcement have served our area’s mothers and newborns with dedication.  We are grateful to them, and appreciate the talents and commitment they have made to provide excellent care,” said Bierman.  
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